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REMARKS 

Claims 1-26 and 56-77 are canceled herein without prejudice 
to their patentability. Claims 27-55 will be pending upon entry 
of this Amendment. 

t SsgBSai S to Restriction Requirement 

The Office action sets forth a six-way restriction 

requirement as follows: 

Group I: Claims 1-26 directed to a chromatography stand, 

classified in class 210, subclass 541. 

Group II: Claims 27-42 directed to a chromatography 
cartridge, classified in class 210, subclass 198.2, 

Group III: Claims 43-55 directed to a chromatography set, 
classified in class 210, subclass 322, 

Group IV: Claim 56-60 directed to a method of operating a 
chromatography column, classified in class 210 ««f £ 5 ; 

Group V: Claims 61-68 directed to a method of loading a 
sample in a chromatography cartridge, classified in class 210, 

subcl :;: u : 5 :; ^ciaim, ^ ***** *. . 

use in a chromatography stand, classified in class 210, subclass 

542 ' Applicant provisionally elects the claims of Group II for 
examination ait^ye^. Applicants expressly ^Z^er 
right to file divisional applications directed to sub 3 ect matter 

of the non-elected claims. restriction 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested of the restrict 
requirement between the claims of Group II and the claims of 
Group I I I - 

° " z s irs «— - ■ — -t 

=:r£ £ "4 the dosed end o £ the tuhe. The end cap ha. an 

I face -ith a connector portion >^J°^Z~ of the 

connection to allow fluid communicate with the mteri 

tube. 
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The claims of Group III are directed to a chromatography set 
comprising a first tube, a second tube, and end caps defining a 
closed interior space of the first and second tube. A coupler 
connects the first: tube and second tube in end to end relation 
3U ch that the coupler is adapted for fluid communication between 

the first and second tubes. ...... 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested of the restriction 
requirement and, in particular, of the reason stated in the 
Office action for the restriction between the claims of Group II 
and the claims of Group III. It is stated in the Office action 
that the invention of claims 27-42 does not require the 
particulars of the invention of claims 43-55 and has aeparet* 
utility. Applicants respectfully ask the Examiner to consider 
that even if the inventions are separately usable, they are not 
materially different from a search perspective. 
respectfully submit that for purposes of issuing a restriction 
requirement the claims of Group II and III cannot fairly be said 

to be materially different. ^i aCi ve 

Applicants also ask the Examiner to consider the 
burdens on himself and the applicants. In order for a reliable 
search to be conducted for either group of claims, both 
Classes will have to be searched. Accordingly, 
all claims in the application should not add more than a minimal 
burden. Further, applicants have minimized any such 
burden by including only 29 total claims for the claxms of Group 
IX and III (the Group III claims comprising only one independent 
claim and 13 total claim.) . In this regard, the Examiner is 
asked to consider M.P.E.P. § 803: 

•U the search and examination can he made without usi^ 
fe^, che examiner satt examine it on the merits, even 
^Tinciudee claims to distinct or independent inventions. 

SaTrtePectfuUv submit that the burden of examining, 

th e actional!, c-m. bavin, — rr^ntrar slants 
cannot fairly be said to be a-rrou ^ ^ ^ 

would incur filing, fees of at leas ^ 
$1400, and maintenance fees of at least s/u 

^oeecuce and maintain a second application/patent, such fees 
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being in addition to the similar fees to be incurred in this 

first application. 

in view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully ask the 
Examiner to withdraw the restriction requirement. 

As required by 37 CFR 1.143, applicant provisionally elects 
the Group II claims for prosecution (claims 27-42) in the event 
chat the restriction requirement is made final. 



PAGE 8H6 • RCVD AT 512/2005 4:04:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPTMFXRM/1 1 DNIS:8729306 » CSID:3142314342 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-28 



HAY-02-2005 HON 03:09 PM SENNIGER POWERS FAX NO. 3142314342 P. 10 



SUP 6473 
PATENT 



TT . CoTiolngloil 

Favorable consideration and allowance of claims 27-55 is 

respectfully requested. 

N o fee is believed to be due for the timely submission of 
this response. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19- 
1345 in the name of Senniger Powers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew N. Claerbout, Reg. No. 50,202 

SENNIGER POWERS Ploo r 
One Metropolitan Square, 16 th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 

ANC/KFJ/jmd 

VIA Facsimile: (703) 872-9306 
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